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The Sexuality Education Curriculum (now changed to Family Life 
andHIV/AIDS Education, possibly to deceive the Muslims) originated 
from the Resolution and Programme of Action of the 1994 Cairo 
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) as it 
has been indicated in the Preface of the National Sexuality Education 
Curriculum (for Upper Primary School, Junior andSenior Secondary 
Schools and Tertiary institutions) developed by the 
NigerianEducational Research and Development Council in 
Collaboration with the FederalMinistry of Education and Action Health 
(a non-Governmental Organisation).Andin developing the Curriculum, a 
“modified” curriculum already in place in the United States of America 
was adopted. This was done with the support of theWorld Bank, United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), Women’s _InternationalHealth 
Coalition and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. 

As it was indicated in the preface of the Curriculum, the 


resolution and program of Action of the ICPD made it imperative that 
emphasis should now be on Reproductive Health including Family 
Planning and Sexual Health amongst other issues of human population. 

It is pertinent at this juncture to make a brief exposition on 
Reproductive Health, because it is the most important objective of the 
Family Life and HIV/AIDS Education, in order to point out the evils 
concealed in it. It is the dangerous definition of Reproductive Health 


evolved by the Radical Gender Feminists which has been adopted. And 


it is these Gender Feminists that have manipulated the United Nations 
into including their devilish agenda in almost all the International 
Conventions, Treaties, Protocols and Platforms and Programs of Action, 
especially regarding women’s and children’s rights. That definition 
includes abortion, contraception and anything that appertains to them, 
including sex education (now family life and health education). It is this 
definition that has been used in the ICPD Program of Action which 
placed women and reproductive needs at the top of the International 
Health Agenda. Criticizing or even condemng this definition, the British 
prestigious medical journal, The Lancet, (Vol. 346, No. 8969 of July, 
1995) observes: 

“Yet health is defined in a surprisingly one dimensional manner; it 
seems to exist in a productive context only. When seen through the 
lens of fertility control, the motion of “health” is distorted beyond all 
recognition...” 

The Lancet even considers this definition as “a new colonialism”. 
In the same editorial, it says: 

“The new colonialism of the International Women’s Health 
agenda is a dangerous strategy. it places Western utopianism before 


local pragmatism, expert motions of what is right before a culturally 


specific understanding of need. Equality means far more than 
achieving the right to reproductive health”. 

Even an American NGO, Committee to Stop the Exploitation of 
Women by Abortion condemned the Reproductive Right (which always 
goes with Reproductive Health), in a paper circulated, during the 
Beijing Conference, among the participants, as follows: 

“The price of ‘reproductive rights’ (and reproductive health) is a 
nightmare of abortion aftermath, but the draft program for action is 
silent... not a word for the millions of anguished-abortion’s silent 
victims”. 

The Curriculum 

The National Sexuality Education Curriculum (or National 
Family Life and HIV/AIDS Education Curriculum) has 6 brand themes:- 

1. human development 

2. human relationship; 

3. personal skill; 

4. sexual behaviour; 

5. sexual health; 

6. society and culture. 


These themes have further been sub-divided into sub-themes. 


The Curriculum’s main goal is the promotion of sexuality 
awareness and sexual health through the following four objective. 
1. to assist individuals in having clear and factual view of 
sexuality 
2. to provide individuals with information and skills necessary for 
rational decision making about their sexual health ( which of 
course, includes using contraceptive devices); 
3. to change and affect behaviour on sexuality 
4. to prevent the occurrence and spread of HIV/AIDS. 
The curriculum rightly claims that “young people need sexuality 
education programs that model and teach positive self-worth”, 
even though many people still believe that teaching about 
sexuality would encourage “sexual experimentation” (which is 
true). It further claims that several studies conducted on the 
issue have proved otherwise. One of such studies is the one 
commissioned by the World Health Organisation (WHO) in 1993 
according to which”...no significant relationship exists between 
receiving formal sexual education and initiating sexual activity. 
Rather sexuality education results in postponement or reduction 
in the frequency of sexual activity and more effective use of 


contraception and adoption of safer behaviour.” 


However, experts have contrary explanation on this. For instance, 
a British Child Psychiatrist, Dr. Louise Eietkhoff who conducted an 
investigation into the effect of sex education was on this, quoted 
in Daily Telegraph (London, of 27" July, 1971) saying: 
Sex education is personally undesirable because 
it destroys adolescence and plunges the child to 
sex knowledge, adult’s urges and craving before 
the child’s system of _ Self-disciplines is 
corresponding strong. It can increase adults 
sexual matters, create an appetite for everything 
connected with that side of life including 
pornography and information about normal and 
abnormal practices. 
George F. Will was also quoted in Newsweek magazine (of 28" 
February, 1983),on the issue saying: 
It is devilishly difficult to prove cause and effect 
relationship between social policies and social 
changes. But it is clear: the problem of teenage 
pregnancy has grown as contraceptives and sex 


education has become increasingly available. 


In addition, one of the reasons for introducing sexuality education 
to our children, as it has been claimed, is to teach them how to prevent 
the sexually transmitted disease (STD) especially AIDS. But it does not 
actually help in achieving that for even in America (from where it 
Originated) it has not helped decrease the teenage incidence of 
venereal diseases or teenage pregnancy, because not has not changed 
their habit positively. According to Marion Wright Elder Man, President 
of the Children’s Defence Fund, in a recent report, out of every twenty 
teens, ten are sexually active but only four use contraceptive, two get 
pregnant and one give birth. 

Moreover, WHO is not a reliably credible source of information for 
there are several evidences to the effect that the WHO involves in 
doing something or giving false information capable of harming the 
people concerned which has made anybody that is aware of the fact to 
loose confidence in the organization and be suspicious of anything 
coming from it. Some few examples of such evidences are as follows: 

1. There are fears that WHO involves its researchers in developing 
anti-fertility vaccines using tetanus toxiod as carrier. Professor 
HarunaKaita of Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria, in a paper titled “Why Polio Vaccination Should 


Be Suspended”, which he presented at NIPSS, Kuru, Jos in 2003, 


cited five International Medical Journals that have testified to 
that. 

2. The WHO has played more devilish role in executing the diabolic 
plan of the US and Allied Countries to depopulate the world or 
what they call Less Developed Countries (LDCs). It was, infact, 
confirmed by Dr. William Douglas (MD), an American Medical 
Doctor, in an article titled “Who Murdered Africa” publishedin The 
Health Consciousness of December, 1987 that it was WHO that 
made a call on American scientists to genetically create HIV virus, 
in its bulletin vol. 47, P 251, in 1972. And after creating the virus 
it was put in smallpox vaccine and sent by WHO (in the name of 
assistance) to Zaire, Zambia , Tanzania, Uganda, Malawi, 
Rwanda, Burundi, Brazil and Haiti where more than 97,314,000 
people were vaccinated with this contaminated vaccine, as 


further reported by The London Times of May 11, 1987. 


The Position of the Shari’ah: 
The position of the Shari’ah (according to the writer) is that the 
National Curriculum on Sexuality Education (with its new name: 


National Family Life and HIV/AIDS Education Curriculum) with 


whatever review and changes is unacceptable to Muslims for the 

following reasons: 

1. The idea of the Curriculum has originated from the ICPD, Cairo, to 

serve the main objective of Reproductive Health and Right and has 

been fashioned along the American Sexuality Education which is 
devoid of any morality. 

2. The so-called review has not made it suitable to the Islamic 
system of education for still there are many things contrary to 
Islam especially,it has the same themes with the “un-reviewed” 
one. And it is the belief of the Council that the Curriculum cannot 
be separated totally from un-Islamic elements. Thus, it is safer to 
totally reject the whole of it. 

3. Even if the curriculum can be “sifted” and “purified”, Muslims do 
not need it at all because the sexuality education that Muslim 
children and youth need has been integrated in the Islamic 
system of education,fighuand the moral teachings of Islam. Even 
formal schools currently teach sexuality education without calling 
it so, suitable to the Muslim youth through figh, which is a 
component of Islamic Religious Knowledge (I.R.K.) or Islamic 
Studies as do /slamiyyah schools for those who do not attend 


formal schools. Fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence) teaches young 


Muslims of both sexes about the onset of puberty, menstruation, 
cleanliness, ritual bath after menstruation, as a sign of maturity 
for girls. cleanliness, ritual bath after menstruation, as a sign of 
maturity for girls. For boys, wet dreams are one of the criteria 
used as the measure of maturity. Figh lessons also focuses on 
childbirth, breast-feeding, ritual purification after childbirth, and 
sexual intercourse; what constitute sexual intercourse, the virtue 
of abstinence for unmarried persons, the prohibition of adultery 
and fornication and the punishment provided for those who 
violate the law. On all these issues and on the whole issues of 
human sexuality, there are provisions in the principal sources of 
the Shari'ah the Qur’anic provisions, the Sunnah or general 
principles of the Shari’ah. Infact , many Muslim scholars, like Ash- 
Sheikh Abdullahi Ulwan have written extensively on the sexuality 
education in their books on Child Education, in accordance with 
the moral system and philosophy of Islam. 

In short, comprehensive answers to family life education have 
been provided by Islam. 

. The family Life Education with its themes and objectives is not in 
conformity with the Islamic system of education which primarily 


aims at creating a pattern of behaviour on the basis of the 
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philosophy of Islam. In the system, the moral values of Islam are 
instilled in the child’s mind through the educative materials 
designed for him. These materials are all arranged in such a form 
that they might be conducive to the moral development of the 
child. 

. It is the understanding of the writer that Muslims, wherever they 
may be, do not need any special (written) curriculum on 
sexuality. It is thus not acceptable, because it is only an avenue 
of globalizing the Western values on this aspect designed in 
accordance with the American system, which is devoid of 
morality, using education which is more forceful than the gun, 
because it has potential of instilling permanently unacceptable 
behaviours and ways of thinking in the minds of Muslim children. 

. The fact that Muslims have no single written document as a 
curriculum on sexuality in the American and Western pattern, 
does not mean that they do not have a satisfactory and proper 
system on teaching sexuality and family life relevant to their 
system of life integrated into the general system of Islamic 
education. It is just like in the case of Britain which, though has a 
Constitution but it is unwritten and thus cannot be seen in a 


single written document. 


11 


7. Muslim have the right to reject the curriculum since there is no 
any Law in Nigeria that makes it compulsory on them to accept it. 
If in England, any parents (Muslim and non-Muslim alike), 
according to DFE Circular 5/94-Education Act, 1993, have the 
right to withdraw their children from sex education lessons, in the 
government schools, Muslims in Nigeria, have the right to totally 
reject the Sexuality Education Curriculum. 

8. Muslims wherever they are, have no optsssion but to abide by 
the decisions of Allah and His Apostle directly provided in the 
Qur’an and theSunnah or indirectly as clearly explained by the 
Muslim jurists in whatever affects them under any circumstance, 
otherwise they cease to be believers as enunciated by the 
Qur’anic provision in Suratul-Ahzab (33):36 which provides that: 

it is not for a believer, man or woman, when a matter 
has been decided by Allah and his Messenger, to have 
any option about their decision. If anyone disobeys 
Allah and His Messenger, he is indeed on a clearly 
wrong path. 


Alhamdu lil-Lah 
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